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7 Ecce Magi ab oriente venerunt Jeroſolymam, 
dicentes : Ubi eft, qui natus eſt Rex Judzo- 
rum ? vidimus enim Stellam ejus in oriente, 
| & venimus Adorare cum. 


AT. 2.-*,2c 


Behold, there came Wiſe Men from the Eaſt to Hieru- 
ſalem, ſaying, Where is be that is born King of the 
Jews ? for we have ſeen his Star m the Eaſt, and 
are come to adore him. 


HEN the worlds Redeemer was 
| born in Bethlem, a ſolemn Em- 
baſſey was ſent from Heaven, 


to acquaint poor Shepherds, that the Meſſias 
had then began his Reign. Abont the ſame 
time, a Star was appointed to ſummon from 
remoter Countries, three crown'd Heads, to 

ay Adoration to this new-born King. In the 
Shepherds, who were near at hand, he was dil- 
covered to the Jews, to whom he was firſt ſent, 
and amongſt whom, he was to be born: In 
the wiſe Men, who came from forrein parts, 
| he was made known to the Gentiles, who-were 
| at 4 dreadful diſtance from God and Heaven. 


| Manifeſtatus eſt, Judzis in paſtorum propinquitate gen» 5em. 3. &: 
| R 
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tibus in magorum longinquitate, ſays St. Auguſtin. 
The Shepherds were invited to this honour, be- 
cauſe the meaneſt and pooreſt ſort of men: the 
Wiſe men, becaule as St. Auguſtm obſerves, Mza- 
zicians (tho' in this differing from many other Fa- 
cthers, whoſay the word Magi ſignifies philoſo- | 
phers) but St. Auſtin will have them Magicians, 
& conſequently enormous ſinners. Theſe paſſa- | 
ges were a Preludium to the DoCtrine our Savie 
our afterward preach'd and praCtis'd,. in chool- 
ing the meaneſt and moſt contemptible things 
1:1 this world, and labouring chiefly for the Sal- 
vation of ſinners ; to the end St. Auguſtin ſays, 
Ut nullus magnus ſuperbiret, nullus infixmus deſpera- 
rer : That the Great. Onesbere on earth,might not ſwell 
with pride ; and that no ſinner, how hainous ſoever, 
ſhnuld be dejefted and caſt into deſpair. _. : 
By this, our Saviour proved . himſelf the 
Epbeſ, 2. 14. Breat Corner-ſtone, Lapis Angwlaris, as the (crip- 
ture calls him, uniting to the ſame head, and 
in the ſame faith, the heretofore ſo oppoſite pea- 
ple Jews and Gentiles, and with them raiſing one 
Spiricual building, the Catbolick Church come | 
poſed of them both, fecit utraque unum, Here the F 
old feuds between Jews and Gentiles, that had 
ſo long divided the world, were at laſt end- 
 14;22-62-25-ed, and the Propheſie of Eſay made good ; That } 


- thetime ſhould come when the Lamb and Woelf 
7 ſhould 
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ſhould peaceably feed together. in the ſame. 
Paſture ; and the Lyon and, the Oxe eat quietly 
in one Manger. Lupus & Agnas þ1ſcentur [tr 
mul, Leo C& Bos comedent paleas : That 5, the Jews 
and- Gentiles, heretofore as irreconcileable as 
ravenous Wolves with the innocent Lambs, as 
hungry Lyons with Sheep or Oxen, this day. are 
reconciled ar the Manger of our new born Jeſus, 
joyfully united in the ſame Faith of the. true 
Meſſias there preſent, by which their ſouls were 
nouriſh'd and made able to ſeek after eternal 
Glory. Here was verified to the latter, what 
the ſame Prophet affirms : purr-parvulus minabit 
eos ; the mentioned ſavage. and ravenous crea- 
rures, ſhall forget their natural cruelty, their 
bloody antipachy, and become fo gentle, as 
to be joyned together in the. ſame. yoke, wich 
what they uſed to devour; . render'd ſo tame, 
that an infant-child (hall lead them, . 

God's mercy never appeared lo aſtoniſhing, as 
in this miraculous call of the Gentiles to the true 
Faith; man's weaknels neyer can prove more 
fatal, than by abuſing ſo ſignal a favour : Hap- 
py we Gentiles, who were called after ſo ad- 
mirable a manner ; thrice unhappy Gentiles, if 
we abule ſo infinit a bleſſing. . The prodigy of | 
mercy that ever moſt aſtoniſhed the world, was 
the calling us Gentiles upon this happy day. 

| ; O.} 


Gen. 22. 19. 
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_*to the: true Faith, as I ſhall prove in my firft 


part. The preateſt miſery man can fall under, 
15 notto correſpond with ſo undeſery'd a Grace, 
as I ſhall ſhew in my ſecond Part. Theſe two 
Points make the diviſion of my diſcourſe, and 
the Subject of your favourable attention, which 
I ſhall crave, after we have invok'd the afſli(- 
tance of the Divine Spiric, begging the Virgin 
Mother to joyn with us in ſo neceſlary a Peti- 
tion. Ave Maria. 

The Birth of our Great Me//ras, and the mi- 
raculous diſcovery of it made to the Jews, was 
a gracious effeCt of his ever to be ador'd mercy ; 


yet we may in ſome meaſure truly term it an 
a& of Juſtice; becauſe in this, we find fulfilled 


ſeveral Divine promiſes,made by Godin recom 


pence of that fignal faith, and abſolute obedi- 


ence, ſoeminent in many of his Loyal ſervants. 


Firſt to an Abraham; Benedicentur in ſemine tuo ome 
nes Gentes, quia obedifti voct mee. And in thy ſeed all 
Nations ſhall be bleſt, becauſe thou ha#t obey'd my 
Toice. And then likewite to Jacob, that the Roy» 
al Scepter ſhall not depart from theRace of Juda, 
till the oj appear'd, Non auferetur Sceptrum 
de Juda, donec Teniat qui mittendus eſt, And often 
to David in confideration of his good Govern- 
ment, his Saintly life, his zeal in his Makers 
Service, By theſe promiſes we find the Pro- 

i” phets 
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phets rais'd to a pious impatience, for the 
arrival of that happy moment; propter Sion 
nom tacebo, & propter Hierulalem non quieſcam | FER 
donec oriatur ut ſplendor Juſtitie ejus. For 'Sion © © * 
and Jeruſalem 7 will never reft till the bright Sun 
of Juſtice its Saviour ſhall riſe as a Fire, as a burn 
ing Lamp. At other times they beg of the Hea- 
vens to ſhower him down; and ſomtimes beſcech 
him to break through them; ſo impatient were they 
for his appearance: Theſe zealous petitions, thele 
languiſhing fighs after the Worlds Redeemer, 
deſerv'd ſome little conſideration in the Court 
of Heaven, merited in ſome - mannex, as: Di- 
vines obſerve, the aRual appearance of this Ce- 
leftialComforter : ThereforeGod Almighty told 
them ar laſt for their comfort, Propter miſeriam ,,, ,, 
mopum, &* gemitum pauperum, nunc exurgan, dicit "20 
Dominus : For the miſeries of my afflifted and diſconſo» 
late people, for the ſighs of my poor ſervants who have 
long languiſhed to ſee and feel the effefts of my ſaving 
Providence, 1 will now come: to their aſfiſtance. 

Although they were often a rebellious Nati- 
on, they were the Children of an Abrabam, Iſa- 
ac-and Facob;; Names ſacred both in-Earth and 
Heaven, for whoſe lakes alone, Ged had ſpar'd 
them, in the: worlt-of: times; and thereſore, 
when  Moſes' their Prophet and Goyernour, . 
ſtood in need of a favourable audience, they. 


generally. 
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| generally petitioned in the name'ob theſe great 

! Men, to whom God had tyed himſcltby oath; 

| Exod. 32: 13- as Moſes minds him, after their Apoſtacy, in 

| adoring the Golden Calf, Quibus juraſti per te- 

| metipſum. Although it be true, that they too 

| too often fail'd, yer they and their Anceſtors, 

| were the only people, that had brought down 

| the worſhip'of the True God from mans crea- 

| tion; never wanting inthe heighe of their dil- 

orders; ſome! faithful. ſervants of Heaven, true 
worſhippers of the only divinity ; as appears.by 

3- Reg: 19. 3-the anfwer made to the Prophet Elias, when he 
thought piety at the loweſt ebb : ſo _—_ both 
living and dead, they never wanted powerful ad- 
vocates to plead their Cauſe, ro interpoſe be- 
tween the People and their 'offended 'Maker. 
Some had fail'd, -others had till faichtully. ſerv- 
ed him; ſome blaſphemed'his holy Name, 
others ſung his praiſes day and night: when 

| 21accab. r. 2. there was one of the race of Jacob lo weak, that 

he ſacrific'd to Idols, 'by the command of An- 

tiochus, there was a Mattatbias ſo zealous, as to 

immolare the unfortunate wretch, - upon the | 

ſame Altar, and ſo repair d the Inſolence. When 

| Numb. 25. 8: there was a Zimri ſo impious,as todehile himſelf 

with an unforturiate Midiamte, there was a Phi- 

neas ſo repleniſh'd with the zeal of the Lord, | 


that he.could not ſuffer the indignicy, but __ 


| 


| 
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fic'd upon the place, the two Criminals to the 
divine Juſtice. Perfodit ambos ſimul, kill'd them both ; 
and ſo by his zeal ſay d the race of Iſrael. Nay, 
ar the very time the Meſſias appeard, al- 
though there was a monſtrous Herod, then a 
' Jew by Profeſſion, that thirſted after the Blood of 
this innocent Lamb ; there was at the ſame time 
an old Simeon, repleniſhed with the holy Ghoſt, 
who expected with impatience the happy mo- 
ment, deſiring to live for no other end, but 
that he might only ſee this ſweet Babe, and 
imbrace him in his arms ; after which happens, 
he ask'd forthis own diſmiſfſion from this world. 
Nunc dimitte tuum ſervum Domine : Begging his Zu. 2.29. 
Life might be clos'd with that Exftacy of Love, 
with which he was wrapt at that charming pal- 
fage. 1n fine, although few honoured him, as 
Redeemer, when firſt born ; yet we find within 
the precincts of Judea,a bandof pious Shepherds, 
a Prophete(s Ama, a faichtul Joſeph and Mary, 
that gave him the honour and adoration due to 
his Divine Majelty.. From hence we may con- 
clude, that although the Jew's Call to believe 
in, and adore the true M:ſſias, was an effe& of 
God's infinite Bounty and Mercy, _yetit was in 
{ome meaſure proper and convenient. 

After .this, dear 'Chriftians, ſhould I lay 
before you the ſad condition of the Gentiles, 
| B when 


= 
when our Saviour came to redeem the world, 
Fen. 1. as "tis deſcribed by St. Paul, *rwill appear the 
moſt deplorable, that unfortunate man was 
ever condemned to, they knew the eternal 
Power, the inviſible Majeſty, ofan incompre- 
henfible God, by the creatures he had made; 
yet they were fo lenflefs and ſtupid, .Stulti fafti 
ſunt, as to give the ſupream worſhip due only 
co this adorable Divinity ; to Birds, Beaſts, Cro- 
codiles, and Serpents : and (o prefer'd the laſt, | 
and moſt deſpicable of Creatures, before the 
All-Puifſant and eternal Creator. Servierunt Cres 
ature, ptius quam Creatori, And therefore, St. 21 
Pail ſays, God juſtly deliver'd them over to | 
the Tyranny of the moſt ignominions of Paſſi- 
25 Ons, in Paſſions ipnominie ; men and women 
perverting the order of Nature, by the moſt 
| infamous, and monſtrous wayes, that hu- 
man corruption could invent ; moſt unhaman- 
ly revenging themſelves upon one another, and 
this as the chaſtiſement, and juſt reward. of 
their [dolatryes, and other Crimes; Mercedem 
"7" quam oportuit Erroris ſui in temetipfts recipientes : (o 
abandon'd by their Maker, whom they had 
firſt forſaken, he delivered them over to a reprobate 
ſence, that they might a& more like brute 
23. Beaſts, than reaſonable Creatures , Wt faciant 
ea que non conveniunt ; defl'd and infamous by 
A | 


| Fer. 25» 
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all ſorts of iniquity; Avarice, Imparity, Pride, 
Sedition, Murder, Theft; envious malicious 
enemies to mankind, and hareful to God, De- 
traftores Deo odibiles ; void of all Sence, of 
all Modeſty, of all good Nature, of all Fi- 
delicy, without Pity, without Mercy, Inſipien- 
tes abſque federe,abſque miſericordia. Such monſters 
of Vice, thatſcarce any thing aboye Hell, could 
be an Emblem of them, .as appears by what 
St. Peter faw in his viſion, that told him, they 
were not excluded from the Goſpel ; they were 
then laid before him, as brute Beaſts, Serpents, 


ſavage Creatures, as the greek Text relates it. 


Nay, they were ſo deſpicable to the Jewifh 
Nation, that God Almighty, did nor chink any 
thing could more mortify the [ſraclites, than to 


tell them, rheir Crimes had lefſened them fo in 


the fight of God, that the very Gentiles ſhould 


30s 
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be prefer'd before them. Provocabo e0s m ea, qu Dent. 32. 246. 


non eſt Populns : I will provoke them to jealon- 
ſy, and envy, in feeing thoſe abandoned 
wretches, prefer'd before them, who were ne- 


ver treated as yet, but as People defign'd for 


ſlaughter': In Gente ſtulta irritabo ills; I will 
provoke them to rage and fury, in ſeeing ſuch 
Sots and Ideots, become my favourites; a Peo- 
ple, with whom he had never vouchſafed to 


treat, to whom he had neyer made the leaſt 
B 2 promile 
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| Epbeſ. 2. 12. promiſe of mercy : Promiſſionts ſpem non habentes., 


The ſacred Hiſtory is fill'd with the formidable 
effects of his Juſtice ; as when the Tſraclites were 
commanded to murder whole Countyes, Man, 
Woman, and Child, without any diſtin&tion 
of age, ſex, or condition : whole Kingdoms, 
maſſacred by one another ; the ( aldeans by the. 
Perſrans, the Perſians by the Grecians, the, Gre- 
cians by the Romans ; and this for the ſpace of: 
ſome thouſands of years, without any account 
of particular Perſons, for whoſe Salvation we 
have ground to hope. Then if we proceed far- 
ther, and caſt an eye over the-vaſt-Continent of 
Europe, Aſia, Africa, and America, we ſhall find | 
all theſe vaſtly extended Countryes, Infamous 
by all the abominations, that reprobate man 
could inyent ; ſcarce a Creature ſo deſpicable 
in whole nature, as Crocodiles, and Serpents, 
that by ſome or other was not treated as a God. 
The deteſtable diſorders of this nature, were. 
not only found in ſome corner of the World, but 
inall nations where the Sun gave light; except 
that poor ſpot of Ground call'd Paleſtine: this: 
not for a year or.two, but for thouſands of years, 
without affording, any ſervants of the true God, 
that might mediate * the reſt ; verifying to- 
the letter in whole Empires, what David ſaid, 


1a. 52. 4 ofthe Jews, by exaggeration : NoneF qui faciat. 


bonum.. 


UunT 
bonuni non eft; uſque ad-nimm, TninnumerableKings 
doms, not one, that we can-name; | and in the- 
whole worlds of Gentiles, we have certainty of 
none s ſalvation, but of one, poor ſingle fob, a» 
mong lo many millipns, fromthe days of Abra-- 
ham, tiil the coming of the Meſſias: as for all 
our unfortunate forefathers near home, in-Bri- 
tany, France, Germany, -and.all Europe, we can-: 
not name one, nor have any;good reaſon to af- 
firm, that Heaven had one true ſervant amongſt 
them ; all Pagans, all Idolaters, all juſtly tor, 
their Crimes, hated by the Almighty, and ex- 
cluded from Heaven, 
This is;the real, Deſctiption, . and true Chas 
rater of the Gentiles for ſo many. Ages. Whar: 
muſt we then ſay of, that Mercy, which takes 
ſuch Monſters into favour, inftruds them in the 
true Faith; puts chem-in the certain Way, that 
leads to Heaven : This is the higheſt inſtance 
of an infinite Mercy, that the world ever ad- 
mir'd; it ſeems the great Maſter-peice, by 
which he procures his Mercy to be above all his 
Works : to indulge ſuch as once faithfully ſerv- 
ed him, though ſounhappy. as ſometimes to run 
aſtray 3 to bleſs that Race, whole Anceſtors 
have been Loyal, to preſerve-a Country; which 
never wanted, ome. true Servants of God, : als 
thaugh many fail'd. in their Duty, ſeems —_ 
Y 


Kom. 5. 20. 
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thy 2 Divine bounty ; bur-to'court fixch as 


had never been'Loyal, to take whole Nati- 
ons into favour, whole forefathers to a man 


(for what appears to us) had been falſe and 
treacherous, to pour his benedi&ions upon vaſt 
Kingdoms, that had neyer produc'd (that we 
know of) one truly obedient Creature ; this 
ſeems, according to our comprehenſion, act» 
ing above the rules of Mercy. 
That expreſſion of St. Paul, That God's 
Grace never {o overflowd, as when iniquity 
rarrat the highth, was never fo verified to the 
letter as in the tranſa&tions of this day ; Wbi 
abundavit deliflum ſuperabundavit & gratia. A Phy- 
fitians Skill never appears fo admirable, as in 
Curing a deſperate Difeaſe ; God's mercy's ne- 
ver ſo Adorable, as in pardoning where there 


ſeems not to have been 'the leaſt induce- 


ment. The Gentiles crimes and abomina- 
tions, had cried out to Heaven for Vengeance ; 


during: many Ages, they had infected the whole 


Univerſe, they had debauched whole Nations, 


perverted the uſe of all Creatures, prophand 
all the Elements, ſto8d at defiance with God 
and Heaven; almoſt ever {ince the Creation ; 
their Underftanding's buried. in. darkneſs and 
blindneſs, their Heatts harden'd and —_— 
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with fin and ſenſualicy, their whole Nature's 
peryerſe and malicious in-the higheſt degree ; 
Therefore, that Grace that muſt clear and-illu- 
minate theſe clouded and dark: Underſtand: 
ings,-that muſt ſoften theſe obdurate and ſtony 
Hearts, that muſt re&ifie theſe crooked and 
depraved Wills, that niuſt change che Nature 
of {uch habitually perverſe Wretches, that muſt 
make them hate what they lov'd and ador'd; 
honour and imbrace what they hated and ab- 
hor'd ; that Grace which works thele miracles, 
is juſtly called a miraculous and prodigious. 
Grace; a ſuperabundant Grace; Superabundas 
vit && Gratia; likewiſe that mercy that can 
forget ſo many thouſands of years provocations 
of his Majeſty, that can remit ſo many mili- 
ons of Blaſphemies and Idolatries, with which: 
whole Lives have been prophan'd ; whole A- 
ges have been defild; this mercy that par- 
dons ſuch abominations, thoſe Graces that Ree 
form and San&tify ſuch Perverſe and Malitious 
Souls, and fix them wholly upon God and Hea» 
ven; ſuch Graces muſt ſurpaſs all the favours 
ever beſtowed on man; ſince the mention'd 
enormities exceed all the crimes ever coms 
mitted againſt God : Wbi ſuperabundavit iniquis 
tas, ſuperabundavit &. Gratia. 


It 


$erm. 2, de 
Epiph. 
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It was, dear Chriſtians, 'upon this day we 
were made-happy, by that iniconceavable Mer- 
cy, -and prodigious Grace ;- when that propitis 
ous Star invited us Gentiles to the Sacred Crib 
of our New-Born f ESMS, where we weremade 
partakers of thole ſaving truths, for: want of 
which our unfortunate Anceſtors were mile- 
rably loſt. Ic was in theſe three Kings, as St. 
Leo obſerves, that the whole body of the Gen- 
tiles (notwithſtanding their rebellions and enor- 
mities of ſo old a date) were honour'd and 
bleſs'd with a gratious admittance, both to be- 
lieve in, and adore then preſent, the only true 
God and Author of all things * Aadorant in tri- 
bus magis, omnes populi, univerſitatis Authorem ; and 
now the knowledg of the true Me//ias, the 
ſo-long-unknown way to Heaven, the Ado- 
ration of the true God was no longer the pre- 
rogative of the race of Jacob, a priviledg of the 
Country of Judea, but a benediCtion extended 
to the whole world ; Non im Judza tantum Deus, 


ſe m toto orbe {it notus. 


Now- it was, that Abraham began to multi- 
ply his Race, by the numerous addition of the 
Gentiles, call'd the fons of Promiſe; and we 
heretofore the undutiful children, who in our 
Anceſtors ſhamefully degenerated from fo ſaint- 
ly a Parent ; enter this day upon the Poſſeſſion 


of 


——_— 
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of that glorious: ticle, of the ſons of Abraham, 
by inheriting his Faith; Intret in Patriarcharum 
familiam Gentium plenitudo, layes St. Leo, The 
whole body of the Gentiles begin - this day to 
be incorporated in -the holy family of the 
Patriarchs : Ele; generis dignitatem, fides omnibus 
facit eſſe communem. One Faith communicated 
to Jews and. Gentiles, has rendred the dignity 
of being the Choſen people of God common 
ro them both. Oh, inconceaveable Mercy ! 
Oh eyer to be adord Bounty! we, who as | 
St. Paul obſerves out of the Prophet Hoſea, xom. 9. 25: 
were never yet honour'd (ſo far, as to be own'd 
a people belonging to God, regarded by Pro- 
vidence, are this day honour'd both with the 
Title, and advantage, of being call 'd and trea- 
ted as his' Choſen People; Vocabo non plebem 
meam plebem-meam. We, the Object of Hea- 
vens: hatred for ſo many thouſands of years, 
call'd 'the -dereſted people of God; this day 
changed the dreadful quality of Enemy to God, 
into that of 'Friend and Favorite of Heaven, 
Vocabo—non .diletam, diletam. We that ſeem'd 
excluded from any ſhare in his Mercies, mark'd 
out, by his-juſtice, for chaſtilement, and ſlaugh- 
ter ; | without hopes of Pity or Pardon, are this 
day the Object of his Love and Mercy ; Vo» 
cabo—non miſericordiam ; conſecutam, miſericordiam 
[27g _ conſecutam. 


| Ppbeſ. 2.12. 
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ſecutam. We, who, as the ſame Apoſtle ob- 


ſerves, had no title to claim any ſhare in the 
Meſfias ; Eratis ſme Chriſto, never included in as 
ny treaty or covenant made with God, Hoſpi- 
tes teſtamentorum : So utterly abandon'd in all 
appearance, that he calls us people, for whom 
Providence [eem'd not concern'd : Sine Deo in 
hoc munds ; without a God in this world. Aﬀter theſe 
great and innumerable calamities, and (cours 
ges ; after this fatal and long Oblivion of God 
and Heaven; afrer {ſo many Ages being deſti- 
tute of all efficacious means to Salvation ; af- 
ter thole ſeeming irreconcileable feuds of (o 
antient a date, that divided us from the peo- 
ple of God, we are now miraculouſly united: 
with his deareſt Servants and Friends, in the 
ſame Faith, in the ſame Hope, in the ſame 
Meſlias ; who is the common peace - maker 
between us both, ip/e enim eſt pax noſtra ; who. 
has happily united us both, in one Church, in. 
one Myſtical Body; Qui fecit utraque unum. 
The antient ſeparation, that kept us at ſuch a 
diſtance both from God's people, and his King- 
dom ; that dreadful wall, that hindred all 
communication with God and: his Servants, 
is this day broken down ; Medium parietem ma- 
cerie ſolvens:: No more diftin&tion of Jew and. 
and Gentile ; Mercies are equally __ to 

them 
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them both ; the ſo long hidden way to Hea- 
ven is now laid open to all; ſew and Gene 
tile have free accels by CHRIST to the 
Erernal FATHER, being dire&ed by the 
ſame divine Spirit. Per ipſum habentes acceſſum ve. cx. 
ambo, in un ſpiritu ad patrem, Theſe illegiti- 
mate children, theſe ſons of bondage and fla- 
very; theſe dogs, as our Saviour himſelf 
ſtyl'd them, ſhall be now call'd as they are, 
ſfayes St. Paul, Vocabuntur fili Dei vivi ; Fellow gon. g. 26. 
Citizens with the Saints, and dome$ticks in the ſame ofee 1. 10. 
Houſe of God. Nay, he added, that we now **% > :5- 
are honoured, in being, part of that facred 
Structure, in which 'God himſelf pleaſes to 
rehde, by his divine Spirit; Yos CO edificamini im Yer. 22, 
habitaculum Dez, in Spirits. Thoſe hearts that 
were defiled with alt Impurities, thoſe Powers 
that were prophan'd with atl Enormities, thoſe 
Souls :that were pofleſs'd by the Father of 
Darkneſs, deform'd, and hideous, as become 
his habitation ; are now more Beautiful than 
the riſing San ; ſo enrich'd with all dhe orna- 
ments of Grace and: Vertne ; ſo happily beau- 
tifid and adorn'd, as to be choſen for chat 
agreeable Manſion where God himſelf refides. 
Vos coedificanmt in habitacalum Di. Didi ever the 
divine Mercy work fach wonders as in making 
ſuch Enemies-worthy to be his- boſorr Friends ? 

C2 Such 
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Such hideous lionſters, Angels of Light; ſuch': 
ſons of darknels, ſhining pillars in the Heavens - 
ly Heruſalem* This, without diſpute, dear 
Chriſtians, is the moſt eminent a&t of Bounty 
\.. and Mercy, ever performed in the behalf of 
Man : But if abus'd by our Ingratitude, will 
make us the moſt Lakdnate of Creatures ; 
as I ſhall prove in my Second Parr. 


Second Part. * 
Od's Mercies never appear'd more emi- 
nently above his other Works;than, inithe 
Call of us Gentiles to the true Faith: yet we find 
his Juſtice to have left-whole Kingdoms' which | 
ſtill miſerably ly waſt: How many Millions 
have never heard of the trueMeſſias? how many 
Countryes, that once receivy'd him, have again 
fallen off, and are over-run with Infidelity ? 
How many, that pretend to follow him, obey 
only by halfes, admitting his Do&trine in parrt, 
and reje& what they pleaſe? In fine, dear 
Chriſtians, how many here preſent, have the 
orief to ſee their friends, kindred, and neareſt 
relations, unfortunately engaged in Schiſm and 
Error ? whilſt chey themſelves are ſo happy, as 
tobe partakers of the true Faith, which can on- 
 lylead to eternal Bliſs, If any hereask, how it 
comes 


U-9 | 
comes to paſs;  that- ſorne have been.Call'd;; o-: 
thers Abandon'd, that we-are'Chriſtians, inthers: 
Pagans; you partakers of the true Faith, others 
left in Schiſms and Hereſies; you the bappy ob- 
ject of his- Mercy, another! of his:Juſtice and. 
Wrath; here humane' reaſon is:ataftand, 'and- 
muſt with all humility and ſubmiſſion cry our 
with the great Apoſtle : 0 altitado divitiarum ſas Rom. 11. 33; 
prentie et ſcientie Dei! O the'ptofotind abyſs of: 
the treaſures, 'bothy of the Wiſdom and: bt 
ledge of GO/D'! his Secrets are too deep. for 
6ur fathom ; his Aconomy and: Condu&t are - 
above 'our' reads, his'Wayes "are: incomptehen- | 
fible,: his Judgments inſcrutable' Jncomprebenſi- 
bilia ſunt Tudicia eus, inveſtigabiles Vie"ejus.» To 
whom has he ever opened his Secrets? Who 
has he ever made his Counſellor. 'Therefore - 
St. Auguſtin, contemplating; the inſcrntability of 
this myſtery, why -one was Call'd, another 
Left ; declares frequently in his Works, he can 
give no other anſwer to it, than what Se, "Paul 
has left us : 0 Aticudo! Othe profound Abyſs !. 
and for ſuch as arenot ſatisfied wich this anſwer, 
he bids them conſule fome more learned than 
Aug. Querant Auguſtin doftiorem : But he advie 2* pu. & Lite 
fes them to be careful they meet not with ſuch "EI 
as are t00 prelumptuous : - Sed caveat-ne-inveniat 
preſwnptores, His Scholler St, Proſper, elteems It m ove. 14. 


 Fracew. ; 
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2 myſtery ladg'd only inthe divine Breaſt; far 
enough above the reach of humane comprehens 
ſion, & thar none ought to attempt the knowledg. 
Nec poſfubile comprebendere, nec licitum inveitigare. 
And therefore this knowledge ought to latisfy 
every Chriſtian; -chat no- man is in the way 
of Salvation, that is not call'd by God s-mer- 
cy, and ſuſtained by his bounty ; and that no 
man ſins, but by his own perverſe will.; and 
no man perifhes, but by his own ſin and malice;; 
and this without further ſeaxch-or curiofity may 
and ought to latisfy every Chriſtian. Cum ſcire 
ſufficeret, ab ills efje quod ſtatur, «+ ab illo non eſſe 
quod ruitur.. *Tis moſt certain, no man ever mil- 
carried but: by his own fault ; no man was ever 
ſaved, but by God's Grace. Burt if you will 
farther know, why his Mercy draws one happy 


creature, out of the maſle of perdition, and why 


his Juſtice leaves another abandon'd to a repro- 
bate fence : 0 Altitndo! Fhe calling the firſt, 
was an inconceavable Mercy, the leaving the 
latter, an a& of irreproachable Juſtice. 
Therefore, dear Brethren, how infinily 
great is the obligation of all Chriſtians, who 
. have been the Choſen Favaurites out of millions! 
To whom God has fully proved himſelf to be 
what Sc. Paul calls him, Pater miſericordiarum ; 
the Father of mercies : (ſuch: priviledg'd. perſons, 


may 


La]. 
may juſtly cry out: with-holy David, Nan fecit 27. 147. 20. 
ſaliter omni nation; ; all Countryes and People, 
have not been treated with that tenderneſs and 
mercy as you have been; for all which we can 
give no reaſon on. our (fide, that could deſerve 
this preference ; for it we conſider the inclinati- 
ons of thouſands of Infidels, they ſurpaſs us in 
the gifts of Nature ; more mild, more humble, 
more compaſſionate, more charitable, more 
juſt in their dealings, than thouſands of us Chrt- 
ſtians; and in all appearance, had they been 
call'd to the true Religion and Worſhip, would 
have excell'd us in Chriftian Vertues. Yet by 
an inſcrutable. fecret of God's Judgments, they 
are left in fin, and infidelity, for everlaſting 
reproach and contumely, Fas in contumelian, 
whilſt you are prefer d, without the leaſtdeſert; 
choſen for everlaſting honour and glory : Yas 
in-honorem. One is juſtly abandon'd for his fins, 
another is one of the ele&t who delerv'd as little : 
a-Peter is call'd to Repentance, a Judas dies in 
Deſpair: this made St. Paulinvite all Gentiles to Rem.11. 224 
enter into the contemplation of this ſurpriſing 
myſtery : Vide ergo bonitatem et ſeveritatem Dej : 
Behold the bounty and ſeverity of God ; his (ſeverity, . 
to thoſe poor Creatures who were-never call'd, 
who have in d, aud never riſe again : meos quis 
dem qui ceciderunt ſeveritatem : and his bounty and | 
| inſcrue.- 
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inſcrutable mercy to you «Th te autem bonitatem 
Dei : who have been call d: before millions to 
the true Faith, and-true Church. Happy we, 
if grateful and faichful in our Maſters ſervice, . {i 
perm mſeris in bonitate :- If you remain in that haps 
py ſtate, his mercy has: plac'd you-in; if you 
conſerve that faith, correſpond with-thoſe gra- 
ces he has heap'd upon you ; | otherwiſe you 
- will be cut off. from that- divine Olive, into 
which you-were grafted, alioquin et tu excideris. 
As it is an ineffable bleſſing to have been call'd 
ro the true Faith, before thouſands more deſery- 
ing than we ;.-{o the abuſing ſo ſignal a grace, 
ſo infinit a favour, will prove ſo fatal an in- 
pratirude, a-crime of fo black a die, as to ren- 
der us more .unworthy, more execrable in rhe 
ſight of Heaven, than chole unfortunate Pagans, 
that never heard of God or Chriſt. 

This will evidently appear by a familiar 
example: Had any perſon here two Servants 
| both Negligent and Undutiful, ro an exorbi- 
tant degree ;- oe for his Fault, you juſtly turn 
out of your ſervice, baniſh him your fight, 
leave him without all hopes of ever being 
received into favour : The other, tho equally 
guilcy, is by. pure favour pardon d his paſt 
Faulcs, admitted: into your Family, made your 
favorite, truſted with your ſecrets, dilpoles 


and 
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and governs all things under you, with more 
freedom and. confidence than before. he offen- 
ded. Should this Favorite prove ſo ungrate- 
ful a wretch, as to abuſe your goodneſs, {light 
your kindneſs, vilify your favours fo far, as 
wilfully ro relapſe into all thoſe Faults for 
which your goodneſs once pardon'd him, and 
to which he returns again, without the leaſt 
fence of gratitude, for your bounty toward 
him, in preferring/him before his fellow-ſer- 
vant, who deſerv'd no worſe than he. Had 
any here ſo unworthy a ſeryant, would you 
not eſteem this ingratitude, infinitely more 
criminal, than all the other ſervants whom 
you pardan.d not, ever did againſt you ; who 
although faulty, yet never abus'd your pati- 
ence, -never inſulted over your bounty, never 
deſpis'd your favours, after ſo gracious a pars 
don, 'as this other was partaker of. 

Our crime, dear Chriſtians, is infinitely 
more enormous than ſuch a ſervants; if we 
abuſe this ineffable Mercy with which we Gen» 
tiles were bleſt on this day, in being call'd to 
the faith of Chriſt, We were all unprofitable 
and criminal ſervants, equally guilry in our 
firſt-parents, and afterwards by our own wills, 
infinitely . perfidious, . infinitely rebellious a» 
gainſt our Divine Maſter; for which enormis 
14585 D ries, 
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ties, millions: of millions of unfortunate wret- 
ches were juſtly abandon'd, juſtly excluded 
from Faith and Heayen: whea you, by an in- 
\ ferutable Mercy, have been call'd in your 
fore-fathers, to the true Faith : Had your par- 
don granted, your crimes remitted ; you made 
members. of the True Church ; inſtructed in 
thoſe Heavenly Myſteries ; made partakers of 
thole ſanAilying Sacraments, without which 
no Salvation ; placed in the certain Way to 
Heaven, fortified with Divine Graces, inſftru&- 
ed by faintly Documents, encouraged by moſt 
fatherly Promiſes, animated by the:-pawerful 
Example of God made Man.. *Ti1s true, that 
Chriſt came for all, did ſufficiencly for all, 
Dyed for all ; yer millions were ſo unfortn- 
nate, as for their fins, to be juftly deprived of 
the knowledge, ule, and application- of (o in- 
finite and ſoverain a remedy 10: their unforeu- 
nate Souls ; ' whilſt you, dear Chriſtians, who 
were equally undeſerving, equally ſtupid, es 
qually blind, equally harden, d by Vice, equale 
ly criminal, ſhould have your eyes and uns 
derſtandings open'd, and illuminated by thoſe 
ſaving Truchs our SAVIOUR came to Teach; 
your hearts warm'd, . and your affeRions in+ 
flam d, with his | pretious Blood, and bitter 
Paſſion : your fins blotted out by the infinite 


value 
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value of chat ineſtimable Ranſom, ſufficient tb 
Redeem an hundred Worlds. O Altitude! 

This makes us,dear Brethren,rhe moſt happy 
of Creatures, if our Lives are 4a conſtant and 
orateful acknowledgment of fo fignal a Mercy 
and Favor ; if we concur, and correſpond on 
our'parts; with theſe ſurprifing Graces : Bur 
on the contrary, if we live fo, that our beha- 
viour is tot a conſtant expreſſion of our gra- 
cirude for ſo undeſery'd a preference, and bleſ- 
ſing ; if che Gentiles (as St. Paul complain'd of 
the Conyerts of his dayes) are ſcafidaliz'd and 
rempted by out behaviour, To Blaſpheme the 
Name of GOD. This will be the Crime of 
Crimes, after fo ſignal, fo miraculous, To un- 
defery'd a preference of us before the greateſt 
part of Mankind ; afcer this, ro conternn. him 
m our own petfatts, and render him'deſpica- 


ble to others, when we have been honour'd 
by him, in the higheſt degree our nature was 


capable of: This conteinpr of the'higheſt in- 


ſtance of his Bounty and Metcy, this enormous 
{im of Ingratitude, is ſo hateful in the ſight of our 
infinite Benefa&tor, that he declares, nothing 
ſo inſupportable, as the unjuſt, and unworthy 
returns of ſuch, as were once honoured with his 
Favour, and enriched by his Bounty: For 


as the Prophet Dayid declares : Si inimicus me- Pld: 54 1% 
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Verſe If. 


_ _— 
us maledixiſſet mibi, ſuſtinuiſſem utique. If my. 
enemy, whom I alwayes treated as ſuch, keep- 
ing him at a juſt diſtance, if Turk or Pagan, 
to whom as yet Þ have never open'd the ſecrets 
of Heaven, and myſteries of Salvation; if they, 
my alwayes declared enemies, ſhould blaſ- 
pheme my Holy Name, maledixiſſet mibi; The. 
inſolence, tho” great, might have been ſuppoſed 
ſuſtinuiſſem utique : But - you, Homo wnanimis 
dux meus & notus meus ; You to whom I had uni« 
ted my ſelf as one Heart and one Soul ; my dear 
and intimate Friends, lodg d you in my own 
SanQtuary, fed you at my own Table, with 


the ſweet and delicious food of Angels : Qi ſi- 


mul mecum dulces capiebas cibos: Plac'd you in my: 
Catholick Church, made a perfect reconcilia- 
tion and union, berween you and Heaven : In. 
domo. Dei ambulavimus cum conſenſu ; alter I had 
choſen you before millions, preſerv'd you be- 
fore whole nations, ſaved you from perdition, 
reſcu'd you out of the Jaws of Hell: and thac 
after all theſe high expreſſions of love & mercy ; 
theſe innumerable titles that cry out for grati- 
tude, and obedience; you ſhould turn my bit- 

ter enemies, and (ide againſt me. 
What can the Divine Juſtice pronounce ſe- 
vere enough, againſt this barbarous and mon- 
ſtrous ingratitude2 The fame prophet David 
tells 


a. 
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tells: us in the following . verſe; God will-not - 
have patience to-expect their natural death, bur 
will hurry them away without the leaſt warns. 
iog; give them no time to. Repent, notime. 
ro cry for Mercy ; ſurpriſe them by.a ſudden & 

- unprovided death : Deſcendant in Infernum viven- 


tes : Let them ſmkalive into Hell. This contempt 


of God's favours and mercies, this fin of ingra- 
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titude, turns his Love into Hatred, as the ſame . 


prophet Dayid explicates ar large in his 1 05th. 


Pſalm, where he numbers the Favours receiv'd. 


by the Children of T/rael; their delivery out of 


Bondage; their paſſing the Red Sea. their. 


preſeryation in the Deſart, with their ungrate- 


ful recurns ; their murmuring, their ſedition,. 


Pſal. 105m. 


their ſchiſm, their infidelicy, their idolatry; . 
their unhumane ſacrifices : all which abominas« - 


tions God had ſuffered for many.centuries at 


the hand of the. Gentiles, that knew him not ; . 
but when his choſen, and beloved people, his. 
darling 1/rael, was ſo ſtupendiouſly ungrateful,. 
asto villify all Favours receiv'd;-and proyoke - 
him with theſe -abominations;. . his patience - 
could not bear it, - but, his Love was.turn'd, as - 
the prophet obſerves, nat. only.into anger, bur - 


rage and fury : Tratus eft-furore Dominus in Popu- 


\ lum ſuum. Fury, as Philoſophers obſerve, is 


not .2.common fort. of anger, but. a rage, that 
| ' 18+, 


Prove 27. 3+ 


Deut. 32. 22. 


2 Pet. - 2+ 20- 


- 
—— 
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"is reſtleſs till it gluts its MF, with blood and re-: 


venge : 4 rape.that is not appeas'd but by maſſa- 
cre & ſlaughter; a rage, which the wiſe man calls 
that kind of anger, that puniſhech withour 
bounds, chaſtifes withouripity; 6r mercy + Non 
libet miſericordiam erumpens furor ; A tagethar is 
accompanied, as Moſes ſays, with a devourt 
fire : Tovis fuccenſus eft in =_ meod.. Aﬀite, that 
ſeatches every corner of thole melaticholly in- 
fethal Caves, and will barn, as long as Hell 
{hall laft, & ardebit wſque ad Inferni noviſſima. 
This dreadful conſequence 6f mans Ingrati- 
rude, this:unhumane return for muchi eminent 
favours; made St. Peter explicare hitnſtlf ac large 
upon this poinr, that we might be ſenſible of 
ſuch unworthy proceedings. Si refagientes comm- 
quinationts ſeculi, in tognitiune Doing noftri, & ſal- 
vatoris Joſu Chrifti.” Whordſoever have been fo 
happy, as by the afliſtance of God's Grace, to 
fly from the dangerous infeCtion of this world, 
when bleft with the knowledge of our Lord 
and Sxviotir Chriſt Jeſus; Fit rurſus implicati ſus 
perantur : Yer ſhall be ſo unfortunate, ſo un- 
grateful, as to plung themſelves a ſecond time 
in their otice renouticed and forſaken diſorders. 
What will be the conſequehce'of ſuch relapſes, 
but that their preſent condition, is much mote 


deplorable than their former ; Fafa eft poite- 


rtora, 
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riora, deteriora ow Wherefore the ſame A- 
poſtle conclude ' Mebins enim erat ilis nm Cog» 
mſcere Vids Toftiie,” They had better have: re- 
main'd in their ignorance and blindneſs, 

their abominations and idolatry, never-to ho 
been bleft'with the Faith of the true- MeſſFas, 
the knowledge of the Law of God ;” never tb 
have known the paths that lead to Heaven; 
Qnam poſtquam poſt aguutionem retrorfum converti : 


Very. 2L, " 


then to be fo miſerable, xs afrer fiich Diviie 


Lights, to return'#gain t0'our wayes of dark: 
nels. St. Paul in like” manner told the Jeivs: 
who avail d themſelves upon the atconne' of 
Revelations which had been made' ro them; 
that God had confided to ther the ſecrets of his 
Worfhip, the propheſies of their own, and the 


worlds future Happineſs : But alas! what ad- 


vantage would they reap from theſe priviled- 


yes, if their lives were not ar ex2& obſervance. 


of this Law ; if their lives were not {quar'd to 


its Rules and Precepts ? Si prevaricator legis” ſis, 
fayes Se. Paul, if you break its commands; Cir- 


cumeiſe tha - pr er bo Ma fatum efÞs yout having 
that pledge O 

wet" his Divine Law; your being mark our 
for his -peculiar people, your circurmeiſtorr, and 
allyour priviledges; 
ble than chepooteſtPagas, Hi tiot the 1/Farlites 


that. 


Gods kindnefs' pit into your 


Rom. 2. 2%: 


|rhaks you-norleſs miſera- 


Hat. 23s I9s 
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that Apoſtatiz'd under Jeroboam, better never 


haye.-known the Law of the Lord of 7/rael, than 
to have'turn'd his Honour to the Temples of 
Idols ?\ Had. not Judas better have remain'd: the 
worlt of moſt obſtinate Jews, than to have heard 
the \Law of Chriſt , and betray its Maker 
Therefore our Saviour told the Phariſees, who 
were. {o zealous in. gaining Proſelyres, that if 
their Converſion to the Jewiſh Law, were not 
accompanyed with an abſolute. change of Man; 
ners, in ſuch as imbrac'd that Worſhip : Facitis 
eum filium Gehennz duplo. quam vos. 'T he poor cons 
vert. was more miſerable than ever, > ak da 


double damnation, for abuſing ſo ſignal a Call. 


But our Saviour, in St. John's Goſpel, comes 
yet more home to- our preſent point, when he 
told the Jews,to whom he preach't, before whom 
he 'wrought' ſo many Miracles, . to. convince . 
them he was the. true. Meſſias; the only way-to 
Heaven, as he calls Himſelf: That all thoſe ads 
vantages not rightly us'd, would avail them ne- 
thing ; but qn the contrary, they bad been more 
happy, never to have heard of. a trye Meſſras, 
..or his Law.: For asour Saviour ſaid, Si non ve- 
niſſem, > locutus ſuiſſem, peccatum non babar, If 1 
had not appear'd, amongſt you, - & preach't my 
Goſpel, you had not been. ſo criminal: but now, 
lince.I haye. open'd your eyes, convine. 'd you 

wit 
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with Miracles, prov'd my Miſſion by your own. 
Law and Prophets, Excuſationem non habent de 
peccato ſuo; They are left without excuſe.” This 
dear Chriſtians, will be apply'd co us, who have 
been call'd before thouſands; who in appearance 
deſerv'd the grace better ; ſince he has, as you 
have heard, prefer'd you before your neighbors, 
friends, and neareſt relations : given you a full 
knowledge of your Crimes, provided you-with 
infallible Remedies againſt them, placed you 
in the cercain way, if you. will walk in ic, of-obs. 
raining everlaſting bliſs: Therfore ſuch as cores. 
{pond not with theſe Graces, make not the right 
uſe of theſe Mercies, Excuſationem &- un haheut de 
peccato ſuo, will be deſtitute of all.excuſe and de» 
fence, that might help to Save them.: : We-can« 
not anſwer with Heathens and Infidels, that-we 
knerv not the Law; for it has been preach'd unto 
us; that- we were ignorant our lives, were: fo 
guilty and enormous for our crimes have been 
ht laid open before us: we cannot complain 
we wanted means to heat our ſear'd Conſciences ; 
for molt ſfoverain Remedies have been put into 
our'hands ; we cannot complain we knew not 
the worlds Meſſcas ; for he'has publiſht his com- 
ing and appearance, by innumerable Miracles, 
made:known unto-us.: ' we .cannot: pretend the 
paths of Heaven are ftill inacceffable ; for they 
91:1 E have 


& 3 


have been beaten, 2nd made plain to any that 
does not wilfully ſhur his Eyes ; you have been 


ſer in them with ſuch certain directions, that nos, 
nothing but a wilful blindneſs could hinder you 
from walking ſteadily to eternal Blils : therefore 
if we run aſtray, its wholly our own fault, we 
are deprived'of all defence, ſtruck dumb by a 


ſelf-convittion, Excuſationem non habent de peccato 


ſun, no excule left to leflen our doom. 


Let me therefore, dear Chriſtians, conclude, 
earneſtly beſeeching you, asSt.Pasl did the Ephe- 


Epbeſ. 1. 1. frans, Obſecro ut ' digne ambulet is vocatrone. qua V0= 


catj eſtis z to- live as becomes men honoured 


with ſo merciful a'Call : A Call that was the 


moſt undeſery'd,: moſt fignal, molt aſtoniſhing 
Grace that finful man could' ever receive from 
Heaven; and con ly ont behaviour ought 
to be the moſt humble, the moſt grateful, moſt 
faichful &'ſteady-performance- of all Chriſtian 
duties, that ever was ſeen in'creatures : Let our 
dayly Medication be; how upon this day, by an 
Omnipotent Mercy, after ſo many Thouſand 
years Rebellion, after the Qrimes of fo. many A- 
pes, the Contempt of GOD; theabuſeand pros 
phanation of all his Creatures, for which we 
ſcem'd/juſtly abandon'd-for evermore to the ſla- 
very of Hell; we wete happily ſnatch'diaut of 
the Lyons Jaws, reſcu'd; asSr. Park yes, _ 

e 
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the hands of the power of Darkreſs: Eripuit nos de, cy. i.. 14) 
poteſtate tenebrarum, And happily tranſlated, - I 
Dei lumen. & gloriam: Tothe Light and Glory of 
GOD, made partakers of the light of his Divine 
Goſpel, which will, if follow'd, certainly dire&t 
you to the more bright and refylgent rayes of 
Eternal Glory. Remember hourly, as St. Leo 
ſayes, Memento cujus capitis £ corporis fis membrum : Serm. 1. de 
To what Head you are this day United, and of 
what Body you are made happy members: In 
a word, ſayes he, 4gnoſce Chriſtiane dignitatem 
twam. Own Chriſtian man, and contemplate thy 
new dignity. Et nol; in veterem vilitatem degeneri 
converſatione redire, For {hame,degenerate not fo 
far, diſgrace not your ſelyes to that degree, as to 
return to thole mean unworthy Bale Ways, that 
diſhonour'd the Life of Man, before this happy 
Call and Converſion. 

Let's imitate the firſt-fruits of us Gentiles,thoſe 
generous and glorioiys Kings : who were no» 
ſooner call'd to the Faith of Chriſt, but they 
were rais dabove the charms of this world; nei- 
ther the love of eaſe or their own homes, -not 
all the Pomps and Magnificence of - Herod's 
Court, the greateſt; according to Joſeph, that 
perhaps the world had ſeen; neither this nor 
the apprehenſions of moſt imminent dangers 

- 11 1 could: 


oo: 
could ſtop them in the ſearch afrer this New- 
Born King, nor hinder their zeal from publick 
adoration : Nor was this perform'd in a ſlight 
manner, but by an intire caſting of themſelves 
and all they poſleſt at his Royal Feet. This was 
fully done and fignifyed, as Sc Ber. obſerves by 
the three Offerings they made ; in the Gold they 
conſecrated to his ſervice, all the treaſure and 
earthly ſubſtance they poſleſt in this world. In 
the Frankinſence, which ſignifies Prayer,they te(- 
tifyed an intire devoting themſelves to a ſpiritu- 
al life for the future ; - Prayer is nothing elſe 
but an ardent defire of God and Heaven. By 
Myrrh, which keeps things- from putrefa&tion, 
they dedicated themſelves to penance and mor- 
rification, which as St. Bey. obſerves, conſerves 
from the corruption of fin : Ne diffluens in vitia 
putrefiat ; left by the diſſolution of fin, the ſoul 
may be tainted & periſh : Theſe were emblems 
of their future behaviour, during the reſt of their 
lives ; they were careful never to return to their 
old ways, in which they had walked before their 
converſion, but went home as the Scripture tells 
ns, another way, per alam viam : lets follow 
them dear Chriſtians, and never ſtop, till we 
arrive as they did, arthe Heavenly Hieru/alem. 


Amen. «© 
FINIS. 
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Age 3. line 7, for the,imocent read Innocent. ibid.1 12. f. latter rs Zetter. - 
P+ 5. 1. 4. fe Fuſftitie r. Fullus. ibid. 1. 27. f, Prophet r. Prophets. f. Go- 


vernor I. Governors. yp. 7-1.12. f. bappens I. happineſs. p. 11. 1.6. f. til - 
T+ Hb. ibid. 1. 22. f. procures r. proves Þ. 13s 1. 16. f. Majefty r. Fuftice. ibid; 


L 25 AR prong f. __ tr ors Bt pe m__ | 
I. taliter. Ps 26. 1. $. f, ſuppoſed r. ſupported. ibid. 1. 1g. f, re preferr” 
P. 28. 1. 6. f. libet r. babes. ibide 1. 13. f. much reſuch. 1. ult. f. ef r. ſunt. p. . 


29. 1. 9. dele poftquam. | 
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